


Pink-Purple Orchids in Edinburgh / Lothians 


e Coverage - This guide covers the pink/purple/rosy-petalled orchids (which may be pale or 
white!), whilst the green/yellow-petalled orchids will be treated in another. 


e Contents - 


English - Spotteds x 2 (Common, Heath), Marshes x 3 (Northern, Southern, Early), Early Purple, Pyramidal, 
Green-winged, Fragrants x 3 


Latin - Dactylorhiza x 5 (fuchsii, maculata, purpurella, praetermissa, incarnata), Orchis mascula, Anacamptis 
(pyramidalis, morio), Gymnadenia agg x 3 


e Recommended Orchid Book - “Pocket Guide to the Orchids of Britain and Ireland” by Simon 
Harrap - find a 2nd-hand copy. 


e Recommended Websites - orchidsofbritainandeuropetest.uk 
e Terminology - See end section for illustrated terminology 


e Hollow Stems - Best checked at the stem base 


Quick Key 


e Work along the main key pictures, and when you find a match look below (do zoom into the 
pictures for a clearer view!) 
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e Pyramidal (v dense flowers) |e Green-Winged (unspotty e Common Spotted (lower e Northern Marsh (strong 
eg leaves, veiny side petal’s 3 lobes equal in purple) 
aes sepals/‘petals’) width) 





e Fragrants (gappy flowers) 





e Early Marsh (V-loop marking, 
colour variable, usually rosy 
or white) 


e Early Purple (unveiny sepals; 
leaves often spotty) 








e Early Marsh should also be __» Southern Marsh (dotted or 
considered (spots both sides non-V marking, moderate 
of leaf, lower stems hollow) 
- PIC see next column -> 




















Common Spotted-Orchid - Common except sporadic on East - Dactylorhiza fuchsii 





e Roundish tops 


e 5-20(60) flowers 
e Very Pale lilac 
(occ deep pinkish) 


e Plate-like flowers 

e Central Lobe narrower 

e & usually recessed 

e Patterns usually dots but 
sometimes clear 1-2 loops 
within a loop 


e Side Sepals horizontal/drooping 











- Very Rare/Absent (this colony from Pentlands spotted 2015 & 2016 was 


sibsequchily ‘removed! as pall of clearances) - Dactylorhiza praetermissa 
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Usu 45 deg (0-90 deg) 
Sides often drop at base, 


& may rise up at lip 


Shallow notches 
Central lobe (often indistinct) 





- Uncommon (E and SE from welled Ue Dactylorhiza incarnata 


Sepals usu held over flower 
(often vertically) 
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i | in ma) Edges fold down (mature) 


Fat, downcurving Spur 
(rarely straight) 


Two unbroken loops in a ‘V’ 
Generally the dots keep 
within the loops 


Photos: 

1. Rostyslav Zhuravchak on 
ukrbin.com 

2. uksouthwest.net 
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Early Purple Orchid - Coast from 


Stem flushe: 
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Fragrant Orchids - See the Gymnadenia Crib to separate which of the three you have - Dunglass to 
Berwick-upon- Weed. rare elsewhere - 
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- Rare (S of Musselburgh, Aberlady to Gullane, Innerwick) - Anacamptis 


pyramidalis 
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Some Terminology 





Spur & Ovary 





Sheathing Leaves Non-Sheathing Leaves 






































Marsh Orchid Pattern Chart 


This is the Dactylorhiza orchid chart in Stace’s New Flora ed 3 with latin labels added. 


incarnata 1-3 
ssp ochroleuca 4 


praetermissa 


purpurella 1-3 
praetermissa v junialis 4 





purpurella var. 
cambrensis 


kerryensis 1-3 
ebudensis 4 


traunsteinerioides 
& -like morphs 


traunsteinerioides, 
lapponica-like 
morphs 


fuchsil 


maculata 





11cm 


Info 


Updated : 2021-06-04 - please check you have the latest version! 

Contact : David Merrick - facebook.com/meteorquake 

Facebook Botany Group for Lothians : facebook.com/groups/lothiansbotany 
All items in this Series : paintdrawer.co.uk/nature/edinburgh/botany.htm 


